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think it will hurt to just plan on making these 
applications in the early spring if necessary.  
Most of our winter annual broadleaf weeds 
are not very competitive and it is unlikely that 
they will have much of an impact until “green-
up” of wheat in the spring. If you have winter 
annual grasses, however, these can be very 
competitive with wheat and I would try if at 
all possible to make a herbicide application for 
the control of these weeds sometime yet this 
year.

Although it has been really, really wet, and 
it certainly will be difficult to get across fields 
without tearing them up, I don’t believe all 
hope is lost just yet. I believe there will still 

be opportunities for fall or winter herbicide 
applications yet this season, but these 
opportunities are fading fast. The problem 
is, we’re getting closer to the time where 
air temperatures will not be conducive to 
the application of systemic herbicides like 
glyphosate and 2,4-D, which are usually 
included with a residual herbicide in a fall 
herbicide program. These herbicides need air 
temperatures to be in the 50’s for at least a 
couple of hours a day over a 3- or 4-day time 
period in order to penetrate and translocate 
effectively.

One final thing to keep in mind is that 
many of these winter annual weeds germinate 

at two peak periods during the year, usually 
September-October and February-March 
in Missouri. With all the rainfall we have 
experienced this fall, it wouldn’t surprise me 
to see another big flush of these winter annual 
weeds in the early spring.
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Wet Weather and Weeds continued from page 148

I realize that harvest of the 2009 Missouri 
cotton crop has just started and is much 
later compared to previous years.  However, 
farmers should now start preparations for the 
2010 cotton crop.  The following is a check list 
of items to consider.

•	identify areas where yields of 
cotton this year were less than 
acceptable and then take the time 
to troubleshoot these areas to 
determine why yields were low.                     

•	Dig cotton roots after harvest this fall 
in areas of the field where nematode 
problems are suspected and examine 
them for root-knot nematode (RKN) 
galls.  University of Missouri research 
shows that root gall severity due to 
RKN is a reliable indicator of the 
presence of this nematode and the 
severity of RKN damage to cotton.  
Producers should complete this soon 
after harvest because the roots begin 
to rot by December.  Contact me for 
more information about this method.  
If RKN is a problem, farmers 

should make decisions this winter 
about how to manage it in 2010.  

•	Select the fields you intend to 
plant to cotton in 2010 and test 
a sample of the soil from each 
field for pH and nutrients if this 
has not been done since 2006.

•	Apply needed lime, phosphorus, 
and potassium fertilizer this 
fall or early next spring.

•	Break hardpans by subsoiling, 
it is probably too wet to do 
this until early next spring.

•	Improve drainage of the fields this 
fall or next spring to reduce wet 
soil problems for the 2010 crop.   

•	Select varieties for planting in 2010 
based on University of Missouri 
cotton variety yield trials and the 
yields of varieties in your own 
and your neighbor’s fields.  The 
University of Missouri cotton 
variety yield trial results for 2009 
will be available by early-November 
on the web at http://aes.missouri.
edu/delta/cotton/index.stm,  

•  Select treatments to add to seed 
before planting next year.  There 
are several different treatments 
available including those to protect 
the seedling from diseases, insects, 
and nematodes.  Your selections 
should be based on the problems 
with pests anticipated next year.

•	Hire a cotton scout or 
consultant to weekly inspect 
your 2010 crop for pests.

Following these suggested procedures 
will give Missouri cotton producers a better 
chance of producing higher yields and greater 
profits in 2010.  For more information contact 
Allen Wrather at the University of Missouri 
Delta Center (Phone: 573-379-5431, E-mail: 
wratherj@missouri.edu) or check the Delta 
Center Web Page (aes.missouri.edu/delta).
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